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Our Books



"Yeh Public Sab Nahi Jaanti Hain"
 



Assumption #1 Winning more 
Olympic Medals should be a 
responsibility of the Indian 
State 
OR
Indian languages are being 
displaced by English; the 
Indian State must protect them.
 



Societies are themselves a 
vehicle of change



Assumption #2 India's main 
problem is its overpopulation. 
<Every government's 
favourite>
 
 



•

•

•

"Undergovernance, Not 
Overpopulation"
 

Kerala’s population density is higher than UP (2011 census)

Top 10 cities occupy 0.2% of national land mass (Das, 2019)

"Even if all of India's population had a dwelling of 1000 square feet per 

family of 4, this requires only 0.76% of India's land area, assuming a low 

FSI of 1." (Sane and Shah, 2008)



Assumption #3: The Indian 
State is overstaffed and 
lethargic 



It's too big and too small





The Indian State is Omniabsent
 
Small in terms of expenditure (comparatively)

Small in terms of capacity

Small in terms of the number of people

Big in terms of its ambition and the load on it



Assumption #3a: India is more 
decentralised than China



•

•

•

India is not competing with 
China, but with its 300+ cities
 

Bureaucratic decentralisation

Subsidiarity (expenditure 51% vs 3%)

Competition



Assumption #4: When the 
prices of goods increase too 
much, the government should 
intervene!



Price controls do not work



Price Fixing has long-lasting 
and harmful unintended 
consequences
… or why the MSP is related to the Delhi Smog

… or why Mohan Joshi Haazir Ho (1984) got the lesson wrong



Assumption #5: A policy 
should aim to kill many birds 
with one stone.



One Policy, Many Goals

… or why our Tax System is so 
Complex
… compulsory philanthropy
… Or why the traffic police 
struggles



Assumption #6: India imports 
too much from other countries
 



Trade leads to specialisation, and creates wealth



Assumption #7: The 
government should ban 
harmful products. 



Bans have harmful consequences



Assumption #8: Government 
should protect businesses and 
sectors



Pro-business policies are easy 
and seductive. But they also 
have long-lasting and harmful 
unintended consequences
… or why we missed the electronics manufacturing bus in the 80s



Assumption #9: Equality of 
incomes rather than economic 
growth should come first



Economic Growth and GDP 
Matter a Lot
"National development is empirically necessary and sufficient for high levels of human 

wellbeing. Measures of three elements of national development: productive economy, 

capable administration, and responsive state, explain (essentially) all of the cross-national 

variation in the Social Progress Index (SPI), an omnibus indicator built from 58 non-

economic indicators of human wellbeing. — 

National development delivers: And how! And how? (Lant Pritchett)

 

Most of the world's inequality is between countries, not within countries (Max Roser). So 

inequality reduction is overwhelmingly a national task. And you cannot do redistribution 

if your income levels are low as the size of the economic pie is too small. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264999321003060
https://ourworldindata.org/global-economic-inequality-introduction


Assumption #10: Nothing will 
Change Kuch Nahi Hoga



The trifecta: Samaaj, Sarkaar & Bazaar





The Indian Republic was an audacious dream


